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Abstract

This workshop delves into the multifaceted concept of connectivity in the ancient Iranian world (from the first millennium BCE to Late
Antiquity). It emphasizes the intricate network of trade and communication routes that fostered cultural exchange, shaping the
region's socio-cultural and socio-economic evolution. Through a longue durée perspective, the workshop examines archaeological
findings, historical records, and linguistic evidence. This approach highlights how Iran's strategic geographic position enabled
extensive interactions with neighboring areas and civilizations.
The development of trade routes, like the Silk Road/Great Khorasan Road, Achaemenid Royal Road, and advancements in
infrastructure and technology further enhanced economic prosperity and cultural dynamism. The analysis delves into the exchange
of ideas, artistic expressions, technologies, architectural models, and material goods. Our proposed workshop aligns with the 7th
theme, “Characterizing Culture” of the ICAANE conference. We aim to investigate how these interactions influenced the social,
economic, and cultural evolution of ancient Iran. Ultimately, the workshop explores how connectivity contributed to the rich tapestry
of the Iranian cultural legacy. To achieve this, we are not limiting ourselves to central cultural areas within modern Iran; instead, we
have invited scholars who have studied the interactions between Persia and neighboring cultures.
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