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Abstract

Archaeological research and excavation projects exploring the origins and development of the Neolithic era in the Arabian Peninsula
have been active since the 1970s across various regions of the Peninsula. With archaeologists pursuing diverse research interests
and agendas, our understanding of the Neolithic period in Arabia (approximately 8000-4000 BC) has evolved into a complex and
varied picture over the past 50 years. Consequently, our current understanding of the Arabian Neolithic remains fragmented. Given
the Peninsula's strategic geographical location, it likely played a pivotal role in facilitating cultural exchanges between the Fertile
Crescent, East Africa, and Central Asia. However, without a comprehensive understanding of Neolithic societies in Arabia, the full
scope and nature of these interactions remain unclear. Recent progress in paleoenvironmental and paleoclimatic studies has laid the
groundwork for establishing a general chronological framework for the Neolithic era in the Arabian Peninsula. Changes in climate
would have significantly impacted human societies and their use of diverse environments. Despite these advances, it remains crucial
to integrate archaeological findings from the various research institutions involved in Neolithic studies in the region. The upcoming
workshop at ICAANE in Lyon in June 2025 aims to unite leading specialists to address and define the key questions, challenges,
and shared objectives in this field. In addition to exploring the origins of the Neolithic and working towards a comprehensive
chronological framework, the workshop will facilitate the integration of archaeological data from areas such as prehistoric technology
and findings from excavations, surveys, and expeditions, which shape our current understanding of the Arabian Neolithic. The
conference will also cover aspects of paleoclimates and paleoenvironments, lithic technology, ornamentation and ceramics, mobility
and settlement patterns, social structures, and subsistence strategies on a broad regional scale.
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