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Abstract

The SLOW SUMER project, funded by the Italian PRIN 2022 scheme, investigates the under-researched practices of repair,
reuse, and recycling in third millennium BC Southern Mesopotamia. This ongoing interdisciplinary project, involving a
multidisciplinary team, aims to shed light on how these practices shaped Sumerian society during periods of significant cultural,
environmental, and political transformations.

Our research focuses on a range of materials, from locally available resources such as clay and reeds to imported materials like
bitumen. By examining artifacts from Abu Tbeirah archaeological site, and incorporating data from the wider scientific literature, we
aim to reconstruct the technological processes involved in these practices and their social implications.

This presentation will outline the methodological approaches used and introduce some preliminary findings. Though the final
results are still pending, the early stages of analysis reveal complex networks of practices that promise to enhance our
understanding of Sumerian society in 3rd millennium BCE.
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