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Abstract

Archaeology in the UAE has a comparatively young history and there is a paucity of publications on bioarchaeological research.
Archaeologists operating there are aware of possibilities of integrating archaeobotany, archaeozoology, molecular analyses,
physical anthropology, and geoarchaeological results with their work, but there are comparatively few opportunities for suitable
research facilities or collaboration with colleagues. There is also a distinct lack of institutions teaching bioarchaeology within the
UAE and Gulf region. Many studies are carried out by visiting experts who either only stay a short time in the country, or who export
the bioarchaeological remains so they may study the remains elsewhere. This has not helped to build local capacity and expertise
in the region. Some suggestions for future best practice include ensuring full engagement with local institutions. The Natural History
Museum Abu Dhabi (NHMAD) will open its doors for the first time in 2025. This museum houses a research institute with significant
archive and laboratory facilities. The NHMAD will become a hub for resident and visiting scientists to undertake research on its
collections. The NHMAD welcomes future research collaborations with bioarchaeologists and will be actively looking to undertake
joint training and research programmes.
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