2-7 June 2025
Lyon - France

14 International Congress on the Archaeology
of the Ancient Near East

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

Tracing cross-cultural contacts and exchange:
Pyla-Kokkinokremos in the Late Bronze Age from a
ceramic perspective

KOSTOPOULOU |. 1* PORTAF. 2, PEDRAZZIT.3

1 University of Gent, Gent, Belgium
2 University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy
3 CNR-ISPC-Milan, Milan, Italy

*Corresponding author

Abstract

Since its discovery, Pyla-Kokkinokremos has played a pivotal role in examining the crisis years and the collapse

of Bronze Age societies at the end of the 13th century BCE. The site's limited chronological occupation and

the significant presence of pottery and valuable objects from various Mediterranean regions have prompted

scholars to investigate the origins of Pyla's inhabitants, the reasons behind its establishment, and its abrupt

abandonment at the dawn of the 12th century BCE.

This paper offers a comprehensive examination of the ceramic evidence from Pyla, emphasizing the multipurpose functional
categories and the interplay between local and non-local vessels. It explores how these

ceramics can address unresolved questions about Pyla's lifespan, both from an intra-island and broad

Mediterranean perspective, shedding light on cross-cultural contacts and interconnections during this

transitional period.
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