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Abstract

Women and underrepresented groups are inadequately represented as researchers in historical sciences in central Eurasia. The
Steppe Sisters Network (SSN) addresses the lack of equity and diversity by promoting vital networking and mentoring
opportunities. We connect scholars with expertise in their region and foster safe spaces (online and through conferences and
workshops) for our members to flourish as they develop confidence in themselves, their voices and research. We built our network
on an ethos of compassion and humanity, within a framework that reinforces kindness between members. 
We seek to level the playing field and expand access to opportunities for women academics through networking and partnership
building, knowledge exchange, and small grants that support direct research expenses, open-access fees for publications,
conference attendance, or continuing education costs, such as travel and visa fees. We focus on capacity building, including
enhancing bioarchaeological training, and supporting the development of local specialists. In the last two years we have helped
support initiatives developed by Steppe Sisters which have offered internships and training to women students at Kafir Kala in
microfaunal analysis, and zooarchaeological practices at Samarkand. 
In this paper we reflect on current accomplishments, and consider strategies for sustaining this and similar networks. 
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