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Abstract

The study of cross-cultural contacts in the Eastern Mediterranean in the final phase of the LBA has long been based on the
recognition of local and foreign traits in material culture, namely in the ceramic tradition. In a previous study a few years ago I
proposed to overcome this local/foreign dichotomy (i.e. local products, imports, imitations), adopting instead a progressive “scale of
alterity”, which would enable the recognition of hybrid forms, local adaptations, assimilation and re-elaboration of models in the
pottery assemblage. This approach makes it possible to contextualize the presence of “foreign” forms in the local repertoire and
thus to better clarify the patterns of circulation of vessels, movement of artisans and acquisition of external models. This
perspective is applied here to a specific case study: the one-handled fusiform jars of Canaanite-Anatolian inspiration attested in
coastal Syria, the 'Amuq and Jazr plains, Cilicia and Cyprus (Pyla Kokkinokremos) at the end of the LBA.
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